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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendments 

The examiner appreciate the applicant's representative discussion of the claim 
language and how it differ from the prior art during the interviewed that was held on 
6/2010. Furthermore, the applicant's Amendment as filed on 6/4/1 0 wherein having the 
"mounting bar comprising: a housing to a surface and the surface comprises the outer 
surface of generally vertical wall" has been further analyzed and rejected over prior art 
as in Cowan et al. (US 2003/0029975 A1). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10; 16-17, 19; 22-30; 33-37; 43-44; 46 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being Unpatentable over Cowan et al. (US 2003/0029975 A1) and 
Simon (US 2001/0027560 A1 ) and Schlatmann et al. (US 6,298,942 B1 ). 

Re claim 1, Cowan et al. disclose of a modular mounting bar for 
securing components for used with a display device comprising a 
housing to a surface separate from the display device (fig.l (12, 10); 
par [0022] /the modular mounting with a housing to a surface wall; and 
further the recitation as "surface as being separate from the 
television display device" is merely the intended use for the 
structure and thus no patentable weight is given to such recitation) 
comprising: a plurality of audio modules (fig.l (12); fig. 4 (12, 
20,22); par [0023]); and a rail configured to be attached to the 
surface via at least one of a plurality of openings disposed along the 
rail and the rail being configured to receive each of the modules at a 
respective one of a plurality of coupling points along the rail 
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(fig. 4; 6 (18) ; par [0025, 0029] /the bracket to support the audio 
modules) . 

However, Cowan et al . fail to disclose of the modules as being an 
audio-video module. But, Simon disclose of a housing wherein having a 
module as being an audio-video module (fig. 6 (90-91,2); par [0043] /the 
chassis include a speaker and DVD) so as to provide the listener with 
audio and video signals for entertainment. Thus, it would have been 
obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the 
prior art by adding housing comprising the module as being an audio- 
video module so as to provide the listener with audio and video 
signals for entertainment. 

The combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a whole, 
further disclose of the modules are positioned above or below the 
display device (fig.l (12, 10); the module is above the display 
multimedia device) and wherein the rail is not coupled to either the 
display device or the housing of the display device, and wherein the 
surface comprises the outer surface of a generally vertical wall 
(fig.l (12); fig. 6 (18); par [0025, 0029] /the rail is not coupled to 
the display device and surface comprises a vertical wall) and a cover 
configured to be secured in front of at least a portion of one of the 
modules (fig. 2 (16); par [0023] /the housing comprise a grill cover). 
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However, the combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a 
whole, fail to disclose that the modules as being positioned within 
the vertical bounds of the display device. But, Schlatmann et al . 
disclose of a housing comprising: a module as being positioned within 
the vertical bounds of a display device (fig. 2; fig. 3 (109); col. 5 
line 18-25) so as to generate a center loudspeaker with an 
acoustically high-grade apparatus. Thus, it would have been obvious 
for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the prior 
art by adding the module as being positioned within the vertical 
bounds of the display device so as to generate a center loudspeaker 
with an acoustically high-grade apparatus. 

Claim 2, Cowan et al. disclose of a modular mounting system 
for audio components for use with a display device comprising a 
housing (fig.l (12, 10); par [0022] /the modular mounting with a 
housing) comprising: at least one audio module (fig.l (12); fig. 4 
(12, 20,22); par [0023]); a rail wherein the rail is configured to 
be attached to a surface other than surfaces of the display 
device, wherein the surface comprises the outer surface of a 
generally vertical wall, wherein the rail is separate from the 
display device and the housing of the display device, and 
wherein the rail is configured to receive the module at a 
plurality of locations along the rail, wherein the module is 
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positioned above or below the display device (fig. 4; 6 (12; 18); 
par [0025, 0029] /the bracket to support the audio modules and being 
separate from the display device) . 

However, Cowan et al . fail to disclose of the modules as being an 
audio-video module. But, Simon disclose of a housing wherein having a 
module as being an audio-video module (fig. 6 (90-91,2); par [0043] /the 
chassis include a speaker and DVD) so as to provide the listener with 
audio and video signals for entertainment. Thus, it would have been 
obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the 
prior art by adding housing comprising the module as being an audio- 
video module so as to provide the listener with audio and video 
signals for entertainment. 

However, the combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a whole, 
fail to disclose that the modules as being positioned within the 
vertical bounds of the display device. But, Schlatmann et al . disclose 
of a housing comprising: a module as being positioned within the 
vertical bounds of a display device (fig. 2; fig. 3 (109); col. 5 line 
18-25) so as to generate a center loudspeaker with an acoustically 
high-grade apparatus. Thus, it would have been obvious for one of the 
ordinary skills in the art to have modified the prior art by adding 
the module as being positioned within the vertical bounds of the 
display device so as to generate a center loudspeaker with an 
acoustically high-grade apparatus. 
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Claim 3, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein comprising 
having a cover that is configured to be securely position in front of 
the modules (fig. 2 (16); par [0023] /the housing comprise a grill 
cover) . 

Claim 4, the modular mounting system of claim 3, wherein the cover is 
configured to be secured to the at least one module (par[0023]) . 

Claim 5, the modular mounting system of Claim 3, wherein the cover 
comprises a grille (par [0023] ) . 

Claim 6, the modular mounting system of Claim 2, wherein the rail 
comprises a plurality of openings configured to receive a fastener, 
the fastener being securable to the surface ( f ig . 4 , 6 ( 18 ) ; par [0030]). 

Claim 7, the modular mounting system of Claim 2, wherein the rail 
comprises: a base configured to define a mating relationship with the 
at least one module (fig. 6 (18,14); par [0023] /the base of the rail 
mate with the module) ; a pair of flanges that defines a groove running 
along the lengthwise edge of the base (fig. 6 (46,48); par [0030]). 

Re claim 8, the modular mounting system of Claim 7, while, 
the combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and Schlatmann et al . 



Application/Control Number: 10/786,576 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2614 

as a whole, fail to disclose that the pair of flanges each extend 
approximately perpendicularly from each end of the base and 
along opposing longitudinal edges of the base, each flange 
having a portion comprising an inwardly extending. But, it would 
have been obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to 
have implemented the flanges in many different positions with 
respect to the base and including having the flanges as being 
specifically each extend approximately perpendicularly from each 
end of the base and along opposing longitudinal edges of the 
base, each flange having a portion comprising an inwardly 
extending for the same benefit as to mount the housing to the 
wall . 

Re claim 9, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the at 
least one audio-visual module comprises a loudspeaker (Cowan; fig. 4 
(12) ; par [0022-0023] ) . 

Re claim 10, the modular mounting system of claim 2, wherein the at 
least one audio-visual module comprises a DVD player (Simon; fig. 6 
(90-91,2); par [0043] /the chassis include a DVD). 

Re claim 16, the assembly of claim 2, wherein the at least one of the 
audio-visual modules comprising a compact disk player (Simon; fig. 6 
(90-91,2); par [0043] /the chassis include CD; DVD). 
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Re claim 17, the assembly of claim 2, wherein the at least one of the 
audio-visual modules comprising a digital video recorder (Simon; fig. 6 
(91); par [0043] /the chassis include camera). 

Re claim 19, the assembly of claim 2, wherein the at least one of the 
audio-visual modules comprising a central processing unit (Simon; 
fig. 6 (92); par [0043] /the chassis include personal computer and thus 
such computer inherently include a processing unit) . 

Re claim 22, the method of Claim 24, wherein the rail has portions 
thereof that define a channel; and wherein the audio-visual component 
has attachment surfaces that matingly connect with the channel to the 
rail, so as to fix the component in a desired location on the rail 
((fig. 6 (18,14); par [0023] /the channel of the rail mate with the 
component) . 

RE claim 23, the method of Claim 22, further comprising: securing a 
cover to the component so as to secure the cover in a desired location 
on the component (fig. 2 (16); par [0023] /the housing comprise a grill 
cover) . 

Re claim 24, Cowan et al . disclose a method of mounting audio 
components for use with a display device comprising a housing, to a 
surface separate from the display device ((fig.l (12, 10); par 
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[0022] /the modular mounting with a housing to a surface wall and 
further the recitation as "housing to a surface as being separate from 
the display device" is merely the intended use for the structure and 
thus no patentable weight is given to such recitation) ; comprising: 
securing a rail to the surface , the surface comprising the outer 
surface of a generally vertical wall (f ig . 4 ; 6 (18 ) ; par [0025, 
0029] /the bracket rail to being secured to a outer vertical wall) . 



However, Cowan et al . fail to disclose of the component as being 
an audio-video component. But, Simon disclose of a component as being 
an audio-video component (fig. 6 (90-91,2); par [0043] /the chassis 
include a speaker and DVD) so as to provide the listener with audio 
and video signals for entertainment. Thus, it would have been obvious 
for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the prior 
art by adding housing comprising the component as being an audio-video 
component so as to provide the listener with audio and video signals 
for entertainment. 



Thus, the combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a whole, 
further disclose of connecting an audio-visual component to the rail 
and wherein the audio -visual component is position above or below the 
display device (fig. 4; (fig.l (12, 10); the module is above the 
display multimedia device) . 
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However, the combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a 
whole, fail to disclose that the components as being positioned within 
the vertical bounds of the display device. But, Schlatmann et al . 
disclose of a housing comprising: a component as being positioned 
within the vertical bounds of a display device (fig. 2; fig. 3 (109); 
col. 5 line 18-25) so as to generate a center loudspeaker with an 
acoustically high-grade apparatus. Thus, it would have been obvious 
for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the prior 
art by adding the component as being positioned within the vertical 
bounds of the display device so as to generate a center loudspeaker 
with an acoustically high-grade apparatus. 

RE claim 25, the method of Claim 24, further comprising connecting at 
least one additional audio-visual component to the rail (fig. 4 
(20,22); par [0023]/the component has plurality of audio components). 

Re Claim 26, Cowen et al. disclose of an assembly for mounting audio 
components for use with a wall-mounted display device comprising a 
housing (fig.l ;4 (12); par [0022]/the mounting with a housing to a 
surface wall), the assembly comprising: at least two audio modules 
comprising loudspeakers (fig.l (12); fig. 4 (12, 20,22); par [0023]). 

However, Cowan et al . fail to disclose of the modules as being an 
audio-video module. But, Simon disclose of a housing wherein having a 
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module as being an audio-video module (fig. 6 (90-91,2); par [0043] /the 
chassis include a speaker and DVD) so as to provide the listener with 
audio and video signals for entertainment. Thus, it would have been 
obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the 
prior art by adding housing comprising the module as being an audio- 
video module so as to provide the listener with audio and video 
signals for entertainment. 



The combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a whole, 
further disclose of a rail wherein the rail is configured to only be 
attached to a surface other than surfaces of the display device and 
the housing of the display device, the surface comprising the outer 
surface of a generally vertical wall, wherein the rail is configured 
to receive the module and wherein the audio-visual modules are 
positioned above or below the display device (fig.l (10,12); 
fig. 4; 6 (18); par [0025, 0029] /the rail to be attached to the outer 
vertical wall surface and not on the display device) . 

However, the combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a 
whole, fail to disclose that the modules as being positioned within 
the vertical bounds of the display device. But, Schlatmann et al . 
disclose of a housing comprising: a module as being positioned within 
the vertical bounds of a display device (fig. 2; fig. 3 (109); col. 5 
line 18-25) so as to generate a center loudspeaker with an 
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acoustically high-grade apparatus. Thus, it would have been obvious 
for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the prior 
art by adding the module as being positioned within the vertical 
bounds of the display device so as to generate a center loudspeaker 
with an acoustically high-grade apparatus. 

The combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and Schlatmann et 
al . as a whole, further disclose of a cover defining relationship with 
the at least two modules (fig. 2 (16); par [0023] /the modules comprise a 
grill cover) . 

However, the combined teaching of Cowan et al. and Simon and 
Schlatmann et al . as a whole, fail to disclose of the specific wherein 
the cover having a dimension approximately equal to a length of the 
display device. But, it would have been obvious for one of the 
ordinary skills in the art to have the cover for the module as being 
any dimension and may include having such dimension as being 
approximately equal to a length of the display device for the same 
benefit as in providing the transducer module a pleasing aesthetic 
outer appearance. 

Claim 27, the assembly of Claim 26, wherein the cover is configured to 
be coupled to the modules (fig. 2 (16); par [0023] /the modules comprise 
a grill cover) . 
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Claim 28, the assembly of Claim 26, wherein the cover is configured to 
be coupled to the rail (fig. 2 (16); par [0023] /the cover is coupled to 
the rail vial the transducer module) . 

Claim 29, the assembly of Claim 26, wherein the cover comprises a 
grille (par [0023] ) . 

Claim 30, the assembly of Claim 26, further comprising a third module 
comprising a loudspeaker (fig. 4; par [0023] /in the audio-visual 
modules there are speakers) . 

claim 33, Cowan et al. disclose of a modular mounting bar for securing 
components in proximity to a display device having a width, the 
display device being secured to a generally vertical wall (fig.l 
(10,12); par [ 0022-0023] /the mounting bar to secure component and 
furthermore, display being secured to wall is more applicant's 
intended used and not considered) comprising: a rail having mounting 
locations for audio components and configured to be secured to an 
outer surface of the generally vertical wall independent from the 
display device (fig. 4 (12,18); par [ 0023-0 02 4 ] /the rail to be attach 
to wall independent of the display) and means for connecting an audio 
component to multiple locations on the rail (fig. 4 (18,12); par 
[0023] ) . 
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However, Cowan et al . fail to disclose of the modules as being an 
audio-video module. But, Simon disclose of a housing wherein having a 
module as being an audio-video module (fig. 6 (90-91,2); par [0043] /the 
chassis include a speaker and DVD) so as to provide the listener with 
audio and video signals for entertainment. Thus, it would have been 
obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the 
prior art by adding housing comprising the module as being an audio- 
video module so as to provide the listener with audio and video 
signals for entertainment. 

The combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a whole, 
further disclose of the components as being positioned above or below 
the display device (fig.l (12, 10); the module is above the display 
multimedia device) . 

However, the combined teaching of Cowan et al. and Simon as a 
whole, fail to disclose that the component as being positioned within 
the vertical bounds of the display device. But, Schlatmann et al . 
disclose of a housing comprising: a component as being positioned 
within the vertical bounds of a display device (fig. 2; fig. 3 (109); 
col. 5 line 18-25) so as to generate a center loudspeaker with an 
acoustically high-grade apparatus. Thus, it would have been obvious 
for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the prior 
art by adding the component as being positioned within the vertical 



Application/Control Number: 10/786,576 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2614 

bounds of the display device so as to generate a center loudspeaker 
with an acoustically high-grade apparatus. 

However, the combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and 
Schlatmann et al . as a whole, fail that the component locations match 
the width of the display device. However, it would have been obvious 
for one of the ordinary skill in the art to have component to be of 
any width and including having the component to math the width of the 
display for the same benefit as to provide a good aesthetic 
orientation and pleasing orientation. 

Claim 34, the module mounting bar of Claim 33, further comprising 
means for connecting at least one additional audio-visual component to 
the rail (fig. 4; par [0023]). 

Re claim 35, Cowan et al . disclose of a modular mounting bar for 
securing components in proximity to a display device having a width, 
the display device being secured to a generally vertical wall fig.l 
(10,12); par [ 0022-0023] /the mounting bar to secure component and 
furthermore, display being secured to wall is more applicant's 
intended used and not considered) comprising: a plurality of audio 
modules (fig.l (12); fig. 4 (12, 20,22); par [0023]). 



However, Cowan et al . fail to disclose of the modules as being an 
audio-video module. But, Simon disclose of a housing wherein having a 
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module as being an audio-video module (fig. 6 (90-91,2); par [0043] /the 
chassis include a speaker and DVD) so as to provide the listener with 
audio and video signals for entertainment. Thus, it would have been 
obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the 
prior art by adding housing comprising the module as being an audio- 
video module so as to provide the listener with audio and video 
signals for entertainment. 



The combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a whole, 
further disclose of a rail configured to be secured to an outer 
surface of the generally vertical wall independent from the display 
device (fig. 4; 6 (18) ; par [0025, 0029] /the rail to support the audio 
modules and being independent to a display device) and wherein the 
rail has a plurality of mounting holes at each of a plurality of 
module mounting locations and wherein each of the modules is 
configured to be attached to the rail at a respective one of the 
module mounting locations, wherein the modules are positioned above or 
below the display device (fig.l (12,10); fig. 4; par [0022-0023]). 



However, the combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon as a 
whole, fail to disclose that the rail having a length no greater man 
the width of me display device, wherein the length of the rail is 
greater than the width of each of the modules, wherein the rail has a 
plurality of mounting holes at each of a plurality of module mounting 
locations to match module mounting to the width of the display device 



Application/Control Number: 10/786,576 



Art Unit: 2614 



Page 18 



But, it would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skills in 
the art to have modified the rail as being any length and including 
the rail as being specifically having a length no greater man the 
width of me display device, wherein the length of the rail is greater 
than the width of each of the modules, wherein the rail has a 
plurality of mounting holes at each of a plurality of module mounting 
locations to match module mounting to the width of the display device 
for the same benefit as in securing the loudspeaker to the wall with a 
variety of orientation with a good aesthetic appearance. 

Similarly, the combined teaching of Cowan et al. and Simon as a 
whole, fail to disclose that the modules as being positioned within 
the vertical bounds of the display device. But, Schlatmann et al. 
disclose of a housing comprising: a module as being positioned within 
the vertical bounds of a display device (fig. 2; fig. 3 (109); col. 5 
line 18-25) so as to generate a center loudspeaker with an 
acoustically high-grade apparatus. Thus, it would have been obvious 
for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have modified the prior 
art by adding the module as being positioned within the vertical 
bounds of the display device so as to generate a center loudspeaker 
with an acoustically high-grade apparatus. 
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The combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and Schlatmann et 
al . as a whole, further disclose a cover having a length (fig. 2(16); 
par [0023] /the modules comprise a grill cover). 

However, the combined teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and 
Schlatmann et al . as a whole, fail to disclose of the specific wherein 
the cover having a length substantially the same as the width of the 
display device. But, it would have been obvious for one of the 
ordinary skills in the art to have the cover for the module as being 
any dimension and may include having such cover having a length 
substantially the same as the width of the display device for the same 
benefit as in providing the transducer module a pleasing aesthetic 
outer appearance. 

Similarly, Claims 36-37; 43-44; 46 which cite the similar limitation 
as in claims 9-10; 16-17; 19 respectively have been analyzed and 
rejected. 



Claim 11-15; 18; 20-21; 31-32; 38-42; 45; 47-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Cowan et al. (US 2003/0029975 A1) and Simon (US 
2001/0027560 A1) and Schlatmann et al. (US 6,298,942 B1 ). 
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Re claim 11, the assembly of claim 2, the combined teaching of Cowan 
et al. and Simon and Schlatmann et al . as a whole, fail to failed 
wherein the module comprise an amplifier. But, official notice is 
taken the concept of having a module comprise an amplifier is well 
known in the art. Thus, it would have been obvious for one of the 
ordinary skill in the art to have tried in modifying the module as 
additionally having such audio-visual module comprise an amplifier so 
as to increase the audio signal to be heard by the listener. 

Re claim 12, the modular mounting system of claim 2, but, the combined 
teaching of Cowan et al. and Simon and Schlatmann et al . as a whole, 
failed to disclose of the audio-visual module comprise a television 
tuner. But, official notice is taken the concept of having a module 
comprise a television tuner is well known in the art. Similarly, it 
would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to 
have tried in modifying such module with additionally including such 
audio-visual module comprise a television tuner so as to enable the 
user to receive television program as desired. 

RE claim 13, the modular mounting system of Claim 2, but, the combined 
teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and Schlatmann et al . as a whole, 
failed to disclose of wherein the at least one audio-visual module 
comprises an audio-visual controller. 
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But, official notice is taken the concept of having a module 
comprise an audio-visual controller is well known in the art. 
Similarly, it would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skills 
in the art to have tried in modifying such module with additionally 
including such audio-visual module comprise an audio-visual controller 
so as to enable the user to manually adjust the module device. 

Re claim 14, the modular mounting system of Claim 2, but, the combined 
teaching of Cowan et al. and Simon and Schlatmann et al . as a whole, 
failed to disclose of wherein the at least one audio-visual module 
comprises a wireless transmitter. 

But, official notice is taken the concept of having a module 
comprise a wireless transmitter is well known in the art. Similarly, 
it would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art 
to have tried in modifying such module with additionally including 
such audio-visual module comprise a wireless transmitter so as to 
relay audio-video signal to other component of the device. 

RE claim 15, the modular mounting system of Claim 2, but, the combined 
teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and Schlatmann et al . as a whole, 
failed to disclose of wherein the at least one audio-visual module 
comprises a wireless receiver. 

But, official notice is taken the concept of having a module 
comprise a wireless receiver is well known in the art. Thus, it would 
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have been obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have 
tried in modifying such module with additionally including such audio- 
visual module comprise a wireless receiver so as to relay video signal 
received from the outside. 

RE claim 18, the modular mounting system of Claim 2, the combined 
teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and Schlatmann et al . as a whole, 
failed to disclose of wherein the at least one audio-visual module 
comprises an MP3 player. 

But, official notice is taken the concept of having a module 
comprise an MP3 is well known in the art. Thus, it would have been 
obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have tried in 
modifying such module with additionally including such audio-visual 
module comprise an MP3 player so as to enable the storage and playing 
of audio files. 

Re claim 20, the modular mounting system of Claim 2, but the combined 
teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and Schlatmann et al . as a whole, 
failed to disclose of wherein the at least one audio-visual module 
comprises a media center. 

But, official notice is taken the concept of having a module 
comprise a media center is well known in the art. Thus, it would have 
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been obvious for one of the ordinary skills in the art to have tried 
in modifying such module with additionally including such audio-visual 
module comprises a media center so as to enable the user to play 
various kind of media as in (music, movies, photo) as desired. 



Re claim 21, the modular mounting system of Claim 2, but the combined 
teaching of Cowan et al . and Simon and Schlatmann et al . as a whole, 
failed to disclose of wherein the at least one audio-visual module 
comprises an audio-visual signal distribution system. 

But, official notice is taken the concept of having a module 
comprise an audio-visual signal distribution system is well known in 
the art. Thus, it would have been obvious for one of the ordinary 
skills in the art to have tried in modifying such module with 
additionally including such audio-visual module comprises an audio- 
visual signal distribution system so as to distribute scrambled pay TV 
program provided by the TV program provider. 

Similarly, Claims 38-42; 45; 47-48; 43-44; 46 which cite the similar 
limitation as in claims 11-15; 18; 20-21respectively have been 
analyzed and rejected. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DISLER PAUL whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1 187. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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